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LOOK - LISTEN - LEARN - LI VE

THE BOOK OF ACTS
How To Witness To A King (Acts 23-26)

If you were given a unique, once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to meet with our President, what would
you chat with him about? ...The weather? ...Politics? ...Soccer? Or would you talk about your faith
in Jesus Christ, about the gospel, and salvation?

Most of us - if we are completely honest - would be far too intimidated to think about sharing the
gospel. But when Paul met with several high-ranking Roman government officials (including a
king), he did not hesitate to share the gospel with each of them. What a challenge this is to you
and I! Let’s take a look at Acts 23-26 and learn from Paul. In this message you will find out how you
can become a bolder witness for Jesus Christ.

“For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone
who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek” - Romans 1:16.

PAUL TRAVELS FROM JERUSALEM TO CAESAREA

And he called for two centurions, saying, "Prepare two hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen, and
two hundred spearmen to go to Caesarea at the third hour of the night; "and provide mounts to
set Paul on, and bring him safely to Felix the governor." (Acts 23:23-24 NKJV)

e Why was Paul taken by the Romans to Caesarea?

e Note the three Roman leaders mentioned in Acts 23-26:
a. Claudius Felix (24:26)
b. Porcius Festus (24:27)
c. Herod Agrippa Il (26:3)

PAUL REASONS WITH FELIX, THE ROMAN GOVERNOR

Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come, Felix was
afraid and answered, "Go away for now; when | have a convenient time | will call for you."
Meanwhile he also hoped that money would be given him by Paul, that he might release him.
Therefore he sent for him more often and conversed with him. (Acts 24:25-26 NKJV)

e How did Paul reason with Felix and Drusilla?
A. Paul Reasoned About Righteousness

B. Paul Reasoned About Self-Control



C. Paul Reasoned About Judgment to Come

e How did Felix respond to Paul’s reasoning? (see v25).

e Should we Christians also fear God’s judgment? Explain:

PAUL APPEARS BEFORE PORCIUS FESTUS

So Paul said, "l stand at Caesar's judgment seat, where | ought to be judged. To the Jews | have
done no wrong, as you very well know. "For if | am an offender, or have committed anything
deserving of death, | do not object to dying; but if there is nothing in these things of which these
men accuse me, no one can deliver me to them. | appeal to Caesar." Then Festus, when he had
conferred with the council, answered, "You have appealed to Caesar? To Caesar you shall go!"
(Acts 25:10-12 NKJV)

e What does it mean to appeal to Caesar?

e Who can we appeal to in times of need? (See Luke 18:7).

PAUL TESTIFIES TO KING AGRIPPA 1l AND FESTUS

Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You are permitted to speak for yourself." So Paul stretched out his
hand and answered for himself: "I think myself happy, King Agrippa, because today | shall
answer for myself before you concerning all the things of which | am accused by the Jews,
"especially because you are expert in all customs and questions which have to do with the Jews.
Therefore | beg you to hear me patiently. (Acts 26:1-3 NKJV)

e Who was King Herod Agrippa II?

SOME APOSTOLIC ADVICE...

You may never address a king or a president, but there may be those special occasions when you
find yourself in the presence of someone prominent. How can you be used by the Lord at these
times?

e Be in the that is in Christ Jesus (2Tim. 2:1).

e Fear God and the king (1Pet 2:17).

e Realize that God has chosen the of the world to shame the
(1Cor 1:27).

e Remember that Jesus Christ was (2Ti 2:8).

e PERSONAL APPLICATION: “I will speak of Your testimonies also before kings, And will not
be ashamed” (Ps. 119:46).
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