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AN INTRODUCTIONTOTHE BOOK OF ROMANS

How Can A Man Be Righteous Before God? (Romans 1:1—17)

In Luke 18, Jesus told this parable to a group of self-righteous Jews:

"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. "The
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 'God, | thank You that | am not like other men--
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 'l fast twice a week; | give tithes of
all that | possess.' "And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to
heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!' "I tell you, this man went
down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." (Luke 18:10-14, NKJV)

The epistle of Romans deals with a vital question: “How can Man Be Righteous Before God?” (Job
9:2). It leads us to a true understanding of God’s righteousness and how we may obtain it. Look at
the Pharisee in the parable. Did he understand God’s righteousness? Of course not! He was
misguided like so many men and women today. He thought that he could be righteous by doing
good things and not doing bad things. He thought that he could earn God’s approval. The book of
Romans corrects this great misunderstanding. It explains the gospel to us, and shows us how guilty
sinners may be made righteous by faith in Jesus Christ. The theme of this epistle is the
righteousness of God.

AN OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF ROMANS:

I ntroduction: “ The vRiad hetdé)o Uslnelss of God
1. The Righteousness of God Explained (Rom. 1-8)
a. Condemnation (1:18-3:20).
b. Justification (3:21-5).
c. Sanctification (6-8).
2. The Righteousness of God Rejected (Rom 9-11)
a. How Israel Stumbled (9).

b. Why Israel is Ignorant (10).
c. What Israel cannot See (11).
3. The Righteousness of God Applied (Rom 12-15:13)
a. Serving God (12)
b. Submitting to Authority (13)
c. Supporting One Another (14-15:13)
Conclusion: (15:14-16)




WHAT ARE THE 5 BIG TEACHINGS OF ROMANS?
Everybody needs to be saved.

We are saved by faith in Jesus Christ.

Salvation changes our standing with God

God saves both Jews & Gentiles by faith.

A A

Salvation results in changed lives.

(Read v1-7) WHAT DOES ROMANS 1:1-4 REVEAL ABOUT GOSPEL?
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What is the Great Aim of the Gospel?
(v5)

How did Paul address the Christians in Rome?

Romans 1:7 To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and peace
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

e “Beloved of God”

e Saints (Hagios)

LOVE ONE ANOTHER
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¢ In What Ways Does Paul Show His Love For The Christians In Rome?

0 He them spiritually (v8)
0 He for them continually (v9)
0 He of them longingly (v10-11)

e Paul wanted to bless the church in Rome. One of the ways that God blesses us is by making
us part of a local church. At church...

0 We EXERCISE our Spiritual Gifts (v11)
0 We are ESTABLISHED in our Faith (v11)
0 We ENCOURAGE One Another (v12)



(Read v13-15) PAUL'S READINESS TO PREACH THE GOSPEL

e What stands out to you in these verses?

e What can you learn from Paul’s readiness to preach the gospel in Rome?

(Read v16-17) THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL

e Only the gospel of Jesus Christ has power to give life. By believing, and placing your faith in
Christ you can experience God’s saving power in your life.

e What do you understand by the following terms:

0 “the righteousness of God”?

0 “the gospel of Christ”?

0 “the just shall live by faith”?

FOR PERSONAL APPLICATION
e Have you believed on the Lord Jesus Christ and been baptized?
e How are you growing in your personal understanding of the gospel?
e In what ways can you be a greater blessing to other believers and to your church?

e Prayer:“ Lor d J e s us saving rhedgronmkmy 3inoThankfyaw for dying on the cross
for me. | believe that you are the Son of God and that You rose again from the dead. Please
fill me with Your Spirit and help me to follow You and obey You in all things. May | never be
ashamed of You or the gospel. ”
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