eXPLORING 7
WORD A4

LOOK -~ LISTEN - LEARN - LI VE

THE BOOK OF ROMANS

Bring In The Witnesses! (Romans 4)

About four hundred years ago Galileo Galilei, an Italian scientist, wrote a controversial book
that got him into a great deal of trouble with the church in Rome. The name of his book
was, A Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems. Galileo wrote to challenge the
widely held opinion that the earth was the center of the universe. He presented evidence
to show that the earth was not at the center, but the sun, and that the planets rotated in
space about the sun. As a result of his writings, Galileo was branded a heretic by the Pope,
his book was banned, and he spent the rest of his life under house arrest.

Like Galileo, Paul the Apostle was persecuted and imprisoned for telling the truth. Because
he preached that a man could be saved by faith in Jesus Christ, the Jewish leaders accused
him of heresy and attempted to put him to death. But Paul continued to preach the gospel.
In Romans 4 he gives evidence from the Old Testament to convince us of the truth of the
gospel of Jesus Christ. Is it faith in Christ that saves or our good works? Looking at the lives
of Abraham and David we shall see that it is FAITH and not our GOOD WORKS that makes
us righteous before God.

“By the mouth of two or three witnesses the matter shall be established” Deut. 19:15

Who are Paul’s Two Witnesses in Romans 4? and

1. HOW WAS ABRAHAM SAVED? (READ 4:1-4)
e What promise did God make to Abraham?
e What is the significance of the words of Christ “It is finished!” — Tetelestai (John 19:30)?

e Abraham was not saved by , but by !

2. HOW WAS DAVID SAVED? (READ 4:5-8)

e What Psalm is quoted in v7-8. Under what circumstances was it written?

e What does the word “blessed” mean?



WHAT ABOUT CIRCUMCISION? (READ 4:9-12)
e How old was Abraham when he was saved?
e How old was Abraham when he was circumcised? (Gen 17:24).

e We are not made righteous by keeping religious rituals!

WHAT ABOUT THE LAW? (READ 4:13-16)

e Abraham was saved by faith long before the Law came. When did the Law come?
(See Gal 3:17).

e Explain v16, “That the promise might be sure”

WHAT IS “FAITH”? (READ 4:17-22)

e Give a definition of faith:

e The example of Abraham — See Genesis 17:1-7; 15-19; 21:1-7
e Note the four keys to Abraham’s Faith:
0 Abraham DID NOT LOOK TO HIMSELF (v19)
0 Abraham DID NOT WAVER AT THE PROMISE OF GOD (v20)
0 Abraham GAVE GOD THE GLORY (v20b)
0 Abraham was FULLY CONVINCED THAT GOD WAS ABLE (v21)

IT WAS WRITTEN FOR US! (READ 4:23-25)

o “It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead.”
(v24)

e Who is at the center of God’s Plan of salvation? Explain.

WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM ROMANS 4?
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